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ITALY

BY MATT MILLETTO

It has beon almost seven vears
pow simce | was last in Naly
since | was on my way back
home hauling wpedup ol
pantsngs and a carry-on bag
full of great wimes and garden
grown fomatoes, given o me
a gifts by my Italian frends
I spent over a year livimg in
the Marche region attending ant
school and mmmersing myself
in the ltaham culture and lLife
It was a once-ima-hifetime
expenence, and one that | will
never forpet

When | Hleft, | made a promise
1o myself that | would try %0
returm at least once a year, a
promise that | bave not kept
After getting mamed i August
2007, | kmew 1t was time to
take my wife 10 the country | love so moch. What betser reason 10 go back 1o
Italy than a combined honcymoon and trip to be the best man in my father's
wedding, which was taking place n Positano, Italy in lae September”

My wife. Kyleme, and | woke up carly 1o catch the first leg of our light
out of Portland, both of us feeling the excitement and antcspation of what we
would expenence in the 10 days to come. We had a comfortable flight and
managed 10 get some slecp as we flew 10 Milan. We amived i the aftermoon
and my good fnend who lives i Toneo came to meet us at the mirport. As
we planned 10 spend a few days in Tonno towards the end of our mip, we
imenedsately caught & bus to the Malan tramn station so that we could make nt
10 Firenze that evenang. After a quick hello and espeesso at the trasn staton
we were on our way 10 Firenze. We amived that evening and found our hotel
quickly, Having been traveling for the last 24 hours, we took a shorn rest before
going out for dinner

There was of course a small bar (café) im the paazza our hosel was located in
ad | mnmedistely wanted my first of many ltalun espressos. We walked 1o
an immaculaie bar, and the bansta was quick 10 acknowledge our presence

Due espressi.” | oedered, and it was oaly moments before we bad two shots
and two small waters served o us a1 the walk up bar The CSPresso was
good, ground fresh, and the aroma and taste reminded me of the hundreds of

espresso moments | had here years ago, in the birth place of espresso. Revived
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My wile, Kylene, enjoyed our visits to Italy's coffee hubs almost as much as she
loved that famous Halian shopping tradition, |

and  buzzed, we walked
douwntown 10 the Desomo of
'H‘(n.'\‘ |1 was s, but |
rocopnized the puarzza, and
the architecture and the
tme | had spest lcarmang
about how it was designed
by Filippo Bruscliesch
and completed m 1434, and
was buslt without the use of
waffolding

We stopped i for a

al a small bar

CAMPAn s

before dinner, and spent the

evenang catimg pasta and
enpoying the sidewalk table
we found. walching people
and Bt recognizing the ot
ag that was telling us to go
10 bed

he next day we woke up
fairly carly after a much necded full might of sleep, and walked 10 the same cale
for espressos. When | was i school we would come and spend full weekends
it the many muscums of Firenze and | wanted to get 2 good start on the dany
We walked first back 10 the Deomo and watched the tourists waal e lme to go
m, as well as file through the beautiful Baptasiry, a separase structure focated

{ the Doomo of Florence. The Ba

on the ¢ stry 1s famous for s

Cast Soor pancis by Ghiberts which mark the beginmings of Renasssance

We walked down to the Ponte Vecchio, one of Farenze's best known

reasures. The bndge 15 hined with street vendors and pewelry shops, and

although there were many tounsts, we had a nice time looking out over the
sparkling Amo River on a sunny September day
We walked by the incredibly loag lines 80 the museums and docided to head

back to the Doomo. The walk 1o the 109 15 something that | had 1o share with
my lovely wife s0 we decided to go for it. We got m lime and quickly entered
imbed owr way

J

the building Up coumtless turns on aged stone siops, we «

upward. Stoppeng for a view of the artwork on the cathedral ceiling, we hea

onward It's quite a workowt gettang 1o the top, but we made 1t The view »
extraordinary and we were lucky that the day was 50 clear. Afler a1 mice rest
and some great photo ops we made our way back down

Walking back to the hosel

we stopped off for a p

of pasta, and then

managaed to call for a wax) 10 ke us 10 our next destimatyon. | had set o wp %0



that we could towr the La Marzocco

factory locased pust outside of Firenaze

When | hived in Maly m 1999, | was

locatex

Nuova

conveniently about 10 miles

from the Simonell espross

machine factory, which | toured on

two occasions. | was there the day thes

beloved bome machine

relcased the

the Oscar, and cnjoyed my lunches
with Cosimo and thewr crew. | was
7\“”- \".l[' 2 forward 1o "‘_‘U‘_ hack

in a factory, and remunding myvself of
all the hard work that goes into the
we rely on to produce
OUr Precious Cspresso

We showed
Mary, an

ip 1n the afSernoon and
Amernican who has lived

Italy for many wears, welcomed us

10 the factory and showroom. We sat

in the watimg room, having cspresso

made from the FBEO and | manage
for the

After

20 pour some great latic an

other cmployees grecting us

| 100K & towr of the

A SOW munuics we
production plant of the machines
incledimg the beautiful Mirage

machines, and then we headed for

the scparmie warchouse

were assembling the GS3s. It was fun

10 s¢¢ 30 many of the httle machines

bemmg made, and | hoge to so¢ more

of themn soon

Afler our tour we were told that

Prero Bambi hamself was in has office

and wanted o come mect us. When

| was stedving i Haly | became

very comfortable with the language

and s0 | was able 10 converse with

Ficro for quate a whale about our tnp

there, the factory and the specialty
coffee indusery 1n geneml Howeser
he felt confidemt that | was fluent

enough in lakian that he gave me

the entire hustory of La Marzocco

espresso machines and the tour all

a Malian. | would ook over 10 Mary

for a tramsiatu from tame %0 e

ind she would smale before Picro

would embark on explaining another

new machine or investion, and |

would pay close astention, listening

for the words | could understand

Having a fairly strong kmowledge of

the oquipment, it was not 80 hard 1o

understand ham, and his smule and
laugh made both me and Kylene very
comiortable in has presence

Would you be nervous pouring latte art for Piero Bambi of La
Marzocco? | was!

So many newlyweds! At top, my dad, Bruce, marries the lovely Toni,
with Jose Ameola officiating. Below, Kyleme and | strike a pose
midway between Portland and Milan, just one month after our own
wedding.
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with Mary

We had a couple more espresson
§} walked around the facility one
o tme. Pecro left us the wisheng
a great vacatson. We sat for 2 whale

king through the guest book that

signed by S0 many
the ndustry, and we were ot

La Marzocco

We caught a nde

on gifl bags as we

DACK 1IDLO Jowe

who was on her way home

from work. Afler that, we went out for
2 nice dimmer and prepared ourselve
for the next day when we woald bead
0 Roma

In the momang, we got up and had
2 pastry and cappuccing before we
Walkked 1o IBe trasn siation 1o <alch
wir tram 80 Roma. So far the espresso
beverages | had were good. |n my 14

montihs

2t

gIc

R«

iving 1o ltaly | had acquired

aste for lmalian espresso, and 1t wa

at 10 be back
We omly

had a couple of days =

ma, byt we masaged to do a lot

I'bere s nothing better than walkeng
down streets that are 139X years old
and soemng such a coacontratwon of
amaring archuecture and historica
sights. The Colosscam, the Vaticar
muscums, St Peiers, the Pasthe
the Roman Forum, the Trevy Fou
walking the Trassevere, and hun
the bocal mght ¢hads made our I of
SR and we will sever forge
them. We stayed &t a fnend’s hote
which 1 had ssaved ayy times wi
I went 10 Roma dunng my hool
and 1t was fun o s¢¢ some famaliar
faces and be back | ¢ h Amaz

i

We met up with n andd !
frend 1 100k & tran down o Napx
and then b onto windy 115 over
lookang th ca 10 the be 1ful ow
of Fositano, nestied o the Amall

ast. Years ago | rented Vesp
nd travelod those sas road n the
ofl s¢am hamk wodness, becau
driving « them now i a cab
dangerous enoegh Af hout
hour, we Tmally nade 1he | |
descent dow » the beastiful limle
once peaceiul fisdun hage. It '
) Semnbeck peblshed
It Ha r ) | ¢
Po » bites deey 1 e
;".. o ] L QUILS real wie g are
CONTINUED ON PAGE 29
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FIELD REPORT: ITALY continued from page 25

there and becomes boeckomingly real after you have goee. ™ Even after pust and people were « on the sidewalk. We walked m and ordered dnmks, and
seven years since | was last there, the town seemed 1o have becomne "e Ehere 1l was the three group esprosso machine and what looked 1o be t!
and more tounst onented. Stll, ot was an amariag place to redax and be with tallest grinder bopper | bave ever Ihere was a Mazzer grinder with a
my beautiful new wife Bopper that towered about ¢ight fect mn the asr. | was amared and had my
We checked imto our hotel and found a bottle of wime waiting for us in inend ask the bas if | could rake a pecture. My wife and 1 laughed and
our room. Later that evenimg we walked down to a Intthe restaurant on the tned 1o imagne them getting on a ladder to Ol up the hopper
beach where the first of many dinmers and drinks were shared in celebration We went « ncing afler that and masaged o get about two hours sieep
of my dad, Bruce, and his wife Tomi's weddimg. Afler more wine, It was timse heading to the asrport 10 start o J0-hogr joursey home. It was o
to take our scats, and who do | see walking dor the steps 10 yoin us but good 10 have been back n the country that | spent so mwch time mn and wil

Jose Arrcola, World Bansta Champeonship judge and great fnend 10 many forever feel so close o m

amibiar faces in sexch a

m the coffee indastry. It was so fun %0 se¢ many f
beautiful place

Each mormang we would wake wp 10 a tray brought 10 our room with fresh
juxce, yogurt, pastres, and our chosce of espresso beverages. It was hilanous

because the hosel waiter would barge mto our room and open the doors 10

our pato, set up our breakfast and then say "Boeongromo,” smule and leave

We would both laugh as we bod under the covers, and waned for him to exst

the room. The puccmos wore about hike what 1'd expect in any botel

and 1 had 1o assume they were usang a home machine, o | looked past the

on foam

SPox

M ¥

The day of the wedding was beautiful, and Jose, who was officiating my

T

dad's wedding, jomned us for a2 mice walk that mormeng befoee the we
ceromony. There were many people from the coffee industry who came to
the wodding including Roberto Pregal formerly of Brasslia, Italia, Umberno
Termm of Astona, Roberto Bresciam and Guanmi Casaliggi of Nuova
Samonelly, and many more who came a2 long distance 1o ¢elebrate such a
fun day

The wodding ceromony was one 1o remember, and ook place out oa an
open pabio of the Hotel Le Swenuse. Jose assisted with the readung of the
vows, and those of you who have soen ham emoee at barnsta competations

won 't be surprised to hear that his eloquence and gentle demeasor made the

ceremony very special. We had many toasts and a wonderful tume caten
drinking under the starry night sky and overfooking the amnual fish festival
dJown on the beach, where coincidentally they had an amazing fireworks
display that was fitting for such a colebratory day

It was 2 bit sad 20 leave Positano, bat we wanted 10 head back noeth o

spend some time i Torine with our good fniend Andrea Serrajotto, who ond

nonth carlior was the best man at our wedding in Portland

We took another bong cab nde to the Napoli airport and caught the

e

4S.minute fhight to Torino, where Andrca and bhas father were waiting o

It is unlikely we could have packed
pick us up. We spent the evening walking around the shopping district and days in taly. Both Kylene and .w
stoppimg in small cafés for espresso and white wanes from the Piedmonic and leamed an incredible amount.
region

We had two more full days in Tonno, Tunn, which s about the same
siz¢ of Portland, of mot a bit larger. Tonno was the site of the last wanler
Ohympics, and it was fan 80 explore the ooty that | had spent so much teme

mn years ago. We went 1o the Musco Nanosale del Cinema, whi

Was very
nicresting nd walked around old Roman builings and upscale designer
shops

The last might we were there, Andrea took us out to a couple of mght
clubs 10 really take i the maghthife of Torino. Our Might was carly the next

wmang, but we wanted 80 squecze in as much as possible. The espresso that

| had = &afforent cities ranged from good to very good, 1t is bard 10 scrutnize
quality when you are oo vacation. | wall say many of the cappuccinos that |
had were bolow my expoctations, but | also feel that, like in many arcas of

the US , quality s consumer driven i some cases. | tned for Kylene's sake

0ot 10 focws solely on espresso bars while an [taly, but the last might we were

there 1 saw the most amazsng thang. The fiest bar that we went 10 was packed




